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is l,an'try Responsible ?

The fire in a twelve story structure
last Friday night in which a number of
firemen lost their lives while yet others
were badly injured demands the serious
vonsideration of the whole public. The
water pressure in the mains was inad-
equate and the fire hose was rotten.
In our opinion the individuals who sold
the hose and the officials who bought it
should be dealt with by the Grand Jury
and, their culpability being ascertained,
fndicted for manslaughter.

It is confessed that the Fire Depart-
ment is supplied with inferior hose and
that it habitually fails to replace im-
paired or deteriorated hose with hose of
1f this
s true, and unfortunately it seems to be
true, Fire Commissioner LANTRY should
beindicted. Hisresponsibility is far more
obvious than that of the high officials of
railroads whom it has been sought to in-
eriminate in respect of recent accidents.
His control and his authority over his
department are absolute, and if he has
oonnived at or ignored the purchase of
inferior suppjies or has tolerated the use
by the department of supplies which
should have been condemned he ought
to be sent to jail for an exemplary term
of vears,

In respect to the rank and file of the
Fire Department it may be said that they
arean admirable body of men and cleaner
and of better repute than any other body
of men in the public service. Both their
personal safety and their efficiency are
of the gravest concern to the whole com-
munity. What is to be expected of them
if the mingled graft and politics of the
administration of the department en-
danger their lives and nullify their energy
and courage? This is not quite Russia,
where a privileged class builds warships
of papier maché with armor of painted
wood and is held immune by its own
bureaucracy. Here the responsibility is
direct to the people, and the people are
not always supine.

There is not another city in the world,
even if it be built of timber, which is so
dependent upon its firefighting efficiency
for its very existence as is New York.
It is doubtful also if there is another city
of importance in which the management
and control of the water distribution is
as criminally negligent and incapable.
It is generally impossible when an emer-
gency occurs to increase the pressure
at the hydrants until long after the
emergency has departed.

Perhaps public opinion will be aroused
to the extent of placing the responsibility
where it belongs.

France and Morocco,

s The embarrassing situation in which

France, cramped as she is by the Alge-
ciras convention, has been placed for
months with reference to Moroceo has
now heen greatly aggriava‘ed by the
#pecies of revolution which occurred at
the close of last week in Fez, the most
important of the three cities—the two
others are Morocto and Mequinez-~each
of which at ona time or another has figured
a3 the eapital of the Moorish Empire in
northwest Africa. After three days riot-
ing tha Ulemas -men learned in Moslem
law—were prevailed upon to depose
Saltan ABpUL Az17, who has been recog-
pized by all the European Powers and
who took part in the Algeciras confer-
ence, and to proclaitn his brother, MuLAX
HArip, as Sultan in his stead. Accord-
“ing to a telegram from Tangier the new
sultan was prociaimed almos=® simultane-
ously at Mequinez, ‘

The grounds on which the deposition™

of ABDUL AZ:1Z is justified are undisputed
and naturally excite Moorish fanaticism,
1t is unquestionably true that he has held
intercourse with the European Powers,
bhorrowed money from them, employed
foreign officefs, mortgaged the customs,
allowed a Christian Power (France) to
ocenpy two Moorish towns and received
various foreign decorations. As every
one of these acts has been committed also
by Sultan ApryL Hamin, who professes
to be Caliph of Islam, it is hard to under-
stand why the Ulemas of Fez should ree
aquest MuLAT HArID to place himself under
the protaction of the Ottoman ruler. Of
comrse no such protection would ever
be accorded by AspuL Hamip, who has
troubles of his own.

An analysig of the several telegraphed

- reports does not warrant the assertion

that the Ulemas of Fez have madejtheir
recognition of Mvurat Harp contingent
on his declaration of a jehad, or holy
war. On the contrary, they seemn to
have acknowledged that the Algeciras
convention must remain in force with
the exception of the clause providing for
an international police in the seaports.
They seeni, however, to have insisted
that access to the interior of Moroceo

shall be prohibited to Europeans, who !
_ with the

should be confined to
certain quarters in apecified seaports.

i . Wa scarcoly nioed to point out that the
erucial feature of the Algeciras con-
the clause relating to an
fatermational police. If this were to be
stricken out the work of the Algeciras
_conferance wigld cmount to nothing,
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and practically
be remitted to the status which they
occupied before the assembling of that
body. If France persists in treating the

as oconvention as binding she
must logically upholdethe sovereignty
of ABDUL Az1z. In that event she will
grant, wholly or in part, his request for
a loan of $30,000,000, and will use military
force to defend his claim to the throne.
Indeed, General D'ARMADE, who is now

.the French commander at Casablanca,

is said to have sent already from 1,500
to 4,000 men to Rabat, where ABDUL AZ1z
has taken refuge.

Before entering definitely, however,
on a course which might be viewed with
disapproval at Berlin, as likely to give
France a preponderant position in Mo-
roceo, it plainly would be expedient for
the French Government to consult with
all the Powers signatory to the Rlgeciras
act as to what steps should be taken
in the new situation created by the
proclamation of Murar Harip at Fez
and Mequinez. This precaution Premier
CLEMENCEAU, we learn by telegram from
Paris, does not intend to overlook. One
thing is certain, namely, that if France
shall undertake tp restore the authority
of ABpUL Az1z, and with that object in
view shall find herself constrained to
occupy the three interior cities of Mo-
rocco, Fez and Mequinez, she will need
a far larger military force than hitherto
has been employed by her in northwest
Africa, especially as it would doubtless
prove requisite to maintain for some
time a garrison in each of the three
cities named.

The despatch to Morocco of 80,000 or
even 50,000 soldiers would weaken ma-
terially the defensive strgngth of France
in Europe, and the present French Gov-
ernment would doubtless hestitate to
confront such a risk unless previously it
could arrive at a friendly understanding
with Germany. The chance of reaching
such an understanding is believed to
have been improved by the cordial wel-
come which the Kaiser lately rceeived
from the English ally of France.

“Surgeon-Admiral.”

The proposed compromise on the line
and staff controversy in the navy oute
lined by Commander Key, U. 8. N,
and apparently approved by President
RoosEVELT will not in our opinion meet
the views of the staff officers at all. It
is no part of their ambition to be identi-
fied in the public mind with the various
occupations they actually pursue. “Sur-
geon-Admiral” is not in the least an
answer to Dr. RIXEY'S real purposes. It
would not fulfil the hopes nor satisf{y the
pretensions of Chief Constructor Capps
to have himself permanently labelled
“Constructor-Admiral CApPS.” And so
on throughout the entire list of lands-
men and civilians, Indeed, if the dis-
pensation in guestion were once legally
installed and it were made to extend the
revised nomenclature to the visiting
cards of the individuals concerned, the
whole atmosphere would be tortured by
piercing cries of menace and of protest,
1t would be a case of turmoil worse con-
founded.

But why not utilize the idea of that
lamented wit and humorist, the late M.
OFFENBACH? *Old timers” have surely
not forgotten “La Vie Parisienne” and
the truly inspired fashion in which the
immortal funmaker disposed of the Ad-
miral without command by calling him
“L’Amiral Suisse.” There is a splendid,
warlike sound, and ; et how fraught with
delicate evasion! Le Capitaine Suisse,
I.'Amiral Suisse, and so on! Dr. RixEy
himself could hardly object to that. It
would look well in the fashion notes of
dinners, receptions, &c., and yet it would
sufficiently describe the boundary line
for such as wish to know the facts.

We therefore make bold to suggest
“L’Amiral Suisse” as a common ground
of compromise upon which all can
assemble with self-respect and genuine
amiability.

Creative Ability Needed on the Public
Utilities Commission.

A conservative estimate of the num-
ber of passengers which the Brooklyn
tunnel is capable of transporting in one
direction in an hour appears to be
16,000. The estimate is arrived at from
the official schedule, according to which
trains are run on a three minute head-
way during the periods of maximum
traffic in the morning and in the evening,
Each train consists of eight cars. The
seating capacity of every car is fifty-
two, and it is assumed that forty-eight
strap hangers may occupy the aisle
without too much digcomfort.

This computation allows 100 passeners
to the car. It issaid that the Manhattan
subway cars have at times carried as
many as 125 persons, but when the ten-
dency of passengers to crowd into the
middle section of a long train is con-
sidered, the average capacity can hardly
be more than 100. It certainly cannot
exceed this number without reproducing
the Brooklyn Bridge congestion in the
Brooklyn tunnel.

For the sake of argument, however,
the larger figure may be accepted, in
which case the capacity of the tube
would be 20,000 passengers an hour.
That would be not quite once again the
number of passengers which the eleva-
tors in a single downtown office building
will be able to carry in the same space
of time without crowding, The twenty-
one standard plunger elevators in the
new City Investing Building are designed
to transport comfortably 10,500 people
an hour. The provision is not [excessive,
for the permanent tenantry of the build-
ing is estimated at 10,000.

One of the newspaper aceounts of the
second or third day’s travel in the tunpel
contained this observation:

"It was noticed that a number of people who
formerly made use of the Wall street and Fulton
street ferries patronized the Inierborough’s traing
in preference to the old routes. Most of the crowd
that hoarded the lr'a'm at Worough Hall were
dropped at the Aowntown stations below RBrooklyn
Bridge. Only A minority rode as far as Fulton
street,

The inference is that the bulk of the
passengers belonged to the regular day
population of the downtown office build-
ing distgict. Only a fraction of this
population lives now in Brookiyn, but
the tunnel will no doubt induce an in-
ereasing proportion to seek homes in
that borough, whess rents are far lower

y

France and Spain would

than they are at twice the distance in
upper Manhattan and The Bronx.

The Publio Service Commission talks
of pushing the work of extending the
tunnel beyond the Long Island Rail-
road station. The tunnel, as a matter
of fact, is already inadequate, carrying
more passengers than it can,transport
with comfort while not yet required
to handle the Long Island commuting
traffic. Indeed,the commission is wholly
innocent in this as in its other public
utterances of furnishing any ground for
suspicion that it has the lesast compre-
hension of our transportation problem.
It pothers mightily over the relict
schemes of the old Rapid Transit Board.
These projects, never remarkable for
insight, appear contemptible to-day,
when recent improvements in passen-
ger elevators have made forty-eight
story buildings not only feasible, but
profitable.

When three new skyscrapers to be
opened downtown next May will have
between them a tenantry of 20,000 people
—as many people as the Brooklyn tunnel
can carry out of the district during the
hour of maximum travel in the evening—
it must be evident that this town needs
creative ability of she first order to
amend the transit situation.

The Unspoken Speech.

The Hon. JEFF Davis, the Low Combed
Rooster of the Hillbillies, deprived Jack-
son day in Chicago of its brightest ex-
pectation. He was to have thundered
and lightened at a dinner of the Jefferson
Club on the “Dangers That Threaten the
Republic.” Nothing gnakes a “Jefferso-
nian” Democrat so py as a view of the
republic going on the rocks unless Mr.
BRYAN throws out the lifeline in time.
However, the Hon. JEFF DAvIS is nearer
the great heart of the peo-pul than even
the “Jeffersonian® Democracy of Chicago.
He is the paragon of the “Jeff* Democ-
racy, and he digs his spurs viciously at
all the “high combed roosters” of plu-
tocracy. A warm welcome awaited him;
atreat to the dining Jeffersonian Demo-
crats of Cook county. But that honored
guest did not come; and the dangers
that threaten the republic will have to be
revealed at Washington.

Presumably the infernal railroads must
have been the cause of Mr. DaAvis's
absence from that feast of statesmen.
We can imagine no other reason; and the
friends of humanity may be surprised
that these corporations did not slay or
maim the inexhaustible tribune of the
rights of man. Arkansas supposed that
he was at the ba.nquet and telegrams
of inquiry came flying in: “How is he
dressed?” *“Has he got a dress suit on?”
It is the hope of the traitors in his State

| that the Low Combed Rooster will dress

himself in the borrowed plumes of aris-
tocrats, and so forfeit the love of his
followers. But we may be sure that no
timidity or doubt about his clothes vexed
the mind of Mr. Davis. He was kept
away by abhorrent forces. It is easy to
scont a conspiracy in this enforced
absence.

Some hostile and brutal Republican
observer, chuckling at a crime, tries to
paint in the Chicggo T'ribune the depres-
gion of a lover of his country who sees
her dangers but has been prevented
from unveiling them:

" The Senator deciined to reveal in the way of
interview any of she dangers of which he had In-
tended to give warning. \Whether it was the dan-
gers he contemplated or his regres in losing out on
the banques Mr. DAvVIS appeared all day to be
greatly dejected. He was to bave told the local
Democracy that his heart ached for his country
and to United States Senator DiLL STONR he con-
fided that his head ached for fair. He was in a
stage whers ‘“Sure! MIns!' was his refterated
answer to questions as to whether or not BRYaw
could carry ' Arkansaw.’

" The actions of Senator Davis during the day
left no doubt that be would consider any further
oppression by the lce trust tending toward & cur-
tailment of the free and uniimited distribution of
ice for heads one of the gravest dangers confronting
a convivial nation,

* The Senator spent the day within easy reach
of a pltcher of lce water.™

Apparently this prejudiced reporter
expected to find a couple of United
States Senators tucking away wassail
at breakfast in a public restaurant. Pos-
gibly the victories of prohibition in the
South will yet make an impression even
on the dull ear of Cook county. Senator
Davis's remarks show that ice water
didn’t chill the genial current of his soul,
although the reporter maliciously de-
scribes him as “feeling grumpy.” The
born financier, the careful student of
politics and the master of “genial” style
all appear in his talk:

“ What we need is & currency we can grind out
whenever it Is needed, just llke running coffee
through a mill,' added Senator Davis.

* ' Wl BryYan be your State convention’s cholee?*
the reporter asked Senator Davis.

* *Sure, MIXKE,' replied Senator DAvVIS, *unless
RoOssvELT runs. It the President runs, Bavaw
probably will bave Lo go back to the farm and the
cows,’

* ‘No, no; you're wrong there,' sald Senator
STONR.

“* 1 tell you, BILL, RoOSBRYELY s the only man
who stands a show against BRYAN, relterated
Senator DAVIS. ‘ ROOSEVELT [s the people's Idol.” *

Of cour-e neither Mr. BRYAN nor Mr.
ROOSEVELT is amoyg the dangers that
threaten the Republic. JEFF will deal
with these perils when he comes to this
town, provided the railroads don’t run
off the track or delay their schedules in
order to keep the public in ignorance of
the awful truth still enclosed in the Low
Combed Rooster.

An amusing situation in the District of
Columbia has been created by the various
crusades, moral, economio, political and
otherwise, which have been launched
against that unhappy and unprotected
territory. All the busybody societies, com -
posed of worthy ladies who have nothing
to do at home and directed by more or less
righteous gentlemen unable to find a salary
elsewhere, appear to have established their
temples at Washington and to have made
that stricken capital the theatre of their
most deplorable ‘activities. It is hard on
Washington, but it must contribute to the
gayety of the nation asa whole.

Our sympathies go out to the national
capital, but our sense of humor is titillated by
the spectacle of cheap statesmen elbowing
and hustling each other to strike an attitude
of buckram virtue exclusively for home
consumption. though always at the expense
of helpless Washington. Take, for exam-
ple, the spectacls of the Hon. Taxrvs
WiLaeTTe SiM8 of Tennessee, representing
a truly dry and pious diatriet. of his pative
~or adopted—State. He injects into the

newepapers the muutlu‘nott‘u*.-

pose with innumerable hints of virtuous
aspiration. Senator Cray of Ggorgia pre-
sides over a symposium of ultra pious
uproar. The Hon. BeN TILLMAN consents
to an eruptive function in respect of so-
called decency. *“Our Jerr,” the Arkansas
Demosthenes, will lend his penstrating
bray to the genera! hullabaloo before long.
Other statesmnen, all of them in faot who
are willing to sacrifice VWashington in the
interests of their personal interests, will join
the crusacde against home government in
the District of Columbia.

And why not? With the completion of
the new “office buildings® for Congresa
almost any lawmaker can have a committee
room and a locker. What a moral speo-
tacle will then reveal itselft The Govern-
ment forbidding liquor to evary one exocept
the governors, and the governed raduced to
the expedients of the deadfall, the blind
tiger and the underground rumshop!

Wesaid “amusing,” but thata o otive was
intended to refer to the agitation, not to the
improbable event of its success,

The' art and the humor of WiLHELM
BuscH were thoroughly German, German
of the good old times before the war with
France, which even the modern “world
Power” enthusiasts who ridicule’ them look
back to with some affection and regret.
In “Max und Moritz" he created a clasaio
for the nursery, a worthy sucoessor of
“Struwwelpeter,” and the stories without
words of the Munich “Bilderbogen® carica-
tures, with their hearty fun, now throw
light on a Germany that is disappearing
fast. The jingles which he wrote for his
picture books for grownup people were
bright and witty; even when they became a
trifle broad it was innocent enough fun.

Busca never could have foreseen that his
ideas, ocoarsened [in spirit and in art by
adapters and imitators, would become the
chiefl reliance of colored Sunday supple-
mernet:d for a generation that is too indolent
to 5 .

Tarr and WoopRUFF, heavyweight and
bantam, the All-Yale ticket; rah! rah! rah)
But why forget Pansons?

A remarkable ecclesiastical record is that
of Archbishop DanNikL MuseHY of Hobart,
Tasmania, whose death in his ninety-third
year is announced. He was the last.sur-
vivigg Bishop comsecrated by Pope GREG-
oRY XVI. That was in 1848, and he had thus
been a Bishop for sixty-one years. He was
born the day of the battle of Wategloo, was
in charge of his see in India during the
Mutiny and was transferred to the Van
Diemen's Land diocese forty-six years ago
because his health had broken down.

It is learned “from an authoritative
source” in St. Petersburg that the Russian
Government intends to build five fighting
fleeta to cost from $1,500,000,000 to $2.000,-
000,000, two to be stationed in the Pacific,
two in the Baltic aud one in the Black Sea
The value of this information may be judged
from the fact that one-fifth of the smaller
total named would pay for a flest about
three times as strong as that which Admiral
Evans commands on the “practice cruise.”
The resuscitators of Russia as a sea power
should be more moderate when they juggle
with estimates.

The United States as a debtor is slow
pay, il not sure. Among the claims allowed
by the auditor for the War Department in
the last fiscal year were those of HEzZERKIAH
DAvis, GEORGE DixoN, EDWARD GRRVALS,
INorRAM M. RicHARDSON and ANDREW J.
Frruerow for “transportation servioes and
supplies of Oregon and Washington volun-
teersin 1855 and 1858." The Richardson claim
wasfor $3.87. The Navy Department allowed
a number of claims dating from 1863, one of
them being for $3.61. The Southern Paciflo
company succeeded in getting 55 cents on
a4 claim five years old. This looks like
favoritism to a great corporation, or it may
prove that the smaller the claim the raore
quickly it will be passed.

e ————————

, Eagene Daylor's Masie.

To rA® EDITOR OF THE SUN-Sir: We have
walted patlently for a specific suggestion growing
out of your very appropriate condemnation of
“I'ie Star Spangled Banner’ as a national air,
Convinced that some pative American must have
composed music worthy of the subject and that
another mnative American can provide sultable
words for it, we have nevertheless walted In vain,
But I want to say that more than twenty years ago
I heard a man Interpret on a grand plano In the
Lotos Club of this city a quickstep which to me at
least seeemed to contaln ali the elements of fire,
rhythm, passion and exaltation which one expects
in a truly representative national alr. He had not
been at the plano ten minutes before the big sec-
ond story parlor was filled by appreciative listeners,
1 recall distinctly the presence of Henry Watter-
son, Pat Glimore, B, F, Rice, Charley Grabam,
Chandos Fulton and many others of equal or almost
equal consequence, The planist of the occasion is
an old man now. He was past Ofiy then, Trav-
ellers, litterateurs, musiclans, artists, all sat de-
lighted while he played. And when he gave “The
Margrave Galop”--the alr to which I refer—the
applause was as sincero asit was intelligent, 1have
since heard the same alr rendered lo chords and
reduced to The t*mpo of a march. [ have also
heard It converted to the uses of an anthem, But
In every aspect I satisfies the ear and moves the
pulses, "It Is Instinet with splendid harmonles
and with uplifting stimulus, If any one has ever
composed a national alr more satlstying | have yet
10 hear It or to be told about It.

Fugene Bayfor 1s a Southerner, an ex -Confed-
erate. Hellves In Winchester, Va., withdrawn afar
from the nolsy and tempestuous world, But as |
have heard him, so also | have heard the compo-
sitions of our latter day creators, and 1 say that
even now he has more Inspiration in his soul and
more compelilng musie in his Angers than the whole
lot of themn put together. SOUTHERNER,

Nxw YORrk, January 13,

The Loom of Compulsory Athletics.

To THE EDITOR OF THN SUN—Sir: 1s 1t o come
at last, the day pMEphesiod when | was In college
twenty -five years ago? Are athletics to be hade
compulsory, nearly or quite everyihing else re-
maining “elective,” as before? Such Is the sug-
gestion of Dudley A, Sargent of Harvard ln the
January aumber of the School Reviaw, 1ssued from
the Unlversity of Chicago Press last week.

“Everything in the achool is good but the scholar-
ship,” sald a manual tralning principal to his teach -
ors recently In this city, What a dellolous albeit
unconscious admission of "educational” kinship
with Sargent! How richly Ulustrative of "modern®
conditions! ANCIENT,

BrooxLYw, January 11,

A Delaware Poet.

To Tas EDITOR OF THE SUN-Sir!

“There I8 no doubt that drunkenness caa be
cured by Christlan psychology.” sald Bishop Fal-
lows. ~THR SUN'S news columns. .
Whenever we're In trouble we write letters to Tus

Sow,
We ask It how o spell & word and who will bell
the cat;
With all important questionings its columns over-

run,
But THR SUN ‘'most always answers, and tells us
where we're at,

In'all the multiplicity of queries that arlse
There's none that's so Important as the one
before the honge:
Is TRE SUN'S report quite verified, or is it just sur-

mise?
Is there paychologie cure for--a gentiemanly
souse? H.P.

WiLMINGTON, Del., January 11

As Evans Salls: Marine Poem by a Japanese,

Grim Togo smiled as Rojestvensky salled, Yore
doomed the Baltic fleet,

Now Togo asks, as Evans salls:
foes to meet?

“I1 frolic, come aloug, we'll join the fun,

“If Aght, why thep we'll meet you, gun to gun.”

As Evans salls, and Togo walts, the dread of war
prevalls,

All natipos wateh with anxious eyes as Evans salls,

KmpoUrcHx: of Tokio,

“Are friends or

.

- % AP e i i

A *‘-‘.ﬁ"ﬂ)’hj‘k“ﬂﬁ-ﬁc
AROUND ?ﬁ GALLERIES.
For a faw days at the Union Teagus Club
there was wall music of a noble quality. A
amall orohiestra of eighteen disodursed a
szmphony of landscape and figurs painting,
the performers being Rembrandt, Turner,
Corot, | awrence, Rasburn, Van Dyck, Rey-
nolds, Hobbama, E] Greco, Hals, Rousseau,
Gairsborough, Hoppnar, Ctyyp, Millet, Rom-
ney, Ostade and Titian., The generous
impresario who mads possible this bouquet
of harmonies is Mr. Henry C. Frick. And
while it is ungrateful to indulge in the pro-
verbial stare at the mouth of a gift horse,
one sighs that the days were so quickly
numbered for this superb gathering of
mastorpieces. Why, even the chiily blood
of a picture dealer must have coursed hotly
in the veins at the sight of that Turner, that
Hopprer, that Raeburn! The Hobbema
was cunningly hung to face a Rousseau—
the old Dutchman and the new Frenchman.

If Constable was affected by the Hobboma
tradition Rousseau did not escape him

either; fine examples in both cases. Not as
distinguished as the “Avenue Mittelharnis”
in the Royal Gallery, Mr, Frick’s Hobbema
—a view of & woody country—is a noble
specimen of the unhappy Myndert. The
Rousseau is the “Village of Becquigny,” a
olear toned canvas, French in its delicate

articulations and more nervous and intense
than the easygoing Hobbema's vision of
& homelike countryside with big white olouds
sailing lazily ncross the sky.

The Rembrandt portrait of himself was
shown at the Metropolitan Museum in Gal-
lery 24. Itis the elder Rembrandt, sombre,
disillusioned, arrayed in that amothered
golden robe. The headgear throws a heavy
shadow over the upper part of the face,
which in expression is both profound and
phlegmatic. A remarkable Rembrandt!
Sir Anthony Van Dyck looked across from
the other end of the gallory. It was the
portrait of Marchesa Giovanna Cattaneo.
The flesh tones seemed a littls hot, but there
was no mistaking the courtly posing and
masterly handling. A curious smile does
the Marchesa wear, rather supercilious, yet
sweet, like the glitter of a dagger in the sun-
shine. It was Interesting to note the flat
background of Van Dyck in contrast to the
mysterious well of shadows from which
emerged Rembrandt’s head. Corot was a
morning piece on Lan de Garde. It isa
well known picture, not precisely rarest
of the Corota, nevertheless of beauty and
distinction. The English group was strong
Sir Joshua's *“Countess Harcourt,” John
Hoppner's “Miss Byng"—with its fuffy
material around a delicious throat--Rom-
ney's lovely Lady Hamilton as “Nature”
—a dewy creature—Rasburn's solidly
painted “Mrs. Cruikshank,” with her furs
and light gown--portraiture as excellent in
its manner as Hale—and Gainsborough's
“Mrs. Hatchett,” rather light in handling,
recalling a French master of miniature in
its enamel surface of visage and also a
trifle finicking, were all pictures that did
not belie the names that signed them. The
portrait of Franz Hals by himself belongs
to the group of this Dutch master, one of
the greatest manipulators of paint the world
has ever witnessed. There is a quizzical
look in the eye, a little touch of disdain, even
insolence. He sits looking acrosa the canvas
at you, knowing his supremacy. He holds
the brush carelessly, yet it might be a rapier
if he were hard pressed: the brush of Hals
was @ weapon, not the tempered blade of
Velasquez, but faultless when wielded by a
faultless painter. What passages of color!
What free rhythmic brush work, what
bravura! The Titian portrait of Pietro
Aretino—who unlike the devil was blacker
than he was painted—is not so compelling
a masterpiece as the Hals. It is not opulent
of color and does not match the same
artist's Aretino of the Pittl gallery.

Nevertheless, imposing, magisterial, the
painting of the sleeve in browns that
modulate into faint plum ocolor betrays the
noblest Venetian of them all. Van Ostade
was represented by one of his familiar inn
subjects. Theotocopuli, called El Greco, a
painter of violent, morbid styles, was seen
in his characteristic “St. Jerome,” a lean
old ascetic with a disputatious mouth, sus-
picious eyes, slightly askew, and a long.,
white beard. The texture of his robe is
vivid in tone. Cuyp's herdsmen and cows
on a river bank proves fresher than any
(Cuyp that we have seen in America for
years. And the Turner--a view of Antwerp
harbor, with troubled wateras, a breezy sky
and some vessels tumbling about. On the
stern of one the'painter Van Goyen is sup-
poaed to be standing in search of a pictorial
subject. As wonderful high keyed Turner,
full of broken lights and miraculous chords
of gorgeous color.

After all the time may arrive when the
abused multimillionaire may be among
the canonized of the land because of his
artistic proclivities. Henry James once
maid that music was a molvent. He might
have added—and also piotorial art. What
would we care who made a nation’'s laws if
we conld feed our flll on great art!

What a tempting antithesis it would be to
conjure up the differences between the Friok
pictures and the Special Exhibition of Con-
temporary Art—aas the catalogue pompously
puts it—at the Natioval Arts Club! How
we could rake fore and aft the middle aged
young fellows who dare to see with their
own eyes, see ugliness principally, but at
least see individually! With the big stick
of Hals, of Rembrandt, of Titian, we would
whack their insurgent skulls. Or with
poisoned honey smile compare the crude
canvases of the Americans with the mellow
productions of Hoppner, Reynolds, Rom-
ney. But we shall do nothing of the kind,
for the retort discourteous would surely be,
“Hang the old masters—we are the new!”
Therefore we modulated to Ilast Nineteenth
street by easy stages, dropping in at Kep-
pel's Early Italian Engravers and then
gazed ai the Synge etchings. By the time
the Arts Club was reached black and white
had worked its will upon eyes saturated with
masterpieces. And the walls of the Arts
Club galleriea, crewded with dissonances,
asymmetrical extravaganoea by the Uglicists
and the School of Smart for Smart, did not
shock our retina so long as might have been
expected. It was like coming away from
a fairy dream spectacle, where the actors,
melodious of speech, moved in solemn pro-
cessional rhythms in a No Man's Land of
grace,of sweetness, of beauty. And then you
step out of doorsintoa bath of multitude, as
you do when leaving “Parsifal” in the heart
of the Tenderloin district. But it is life
even if it is an awakening from a dream.
Above all, it is Now and not the epoch of
the Renaissance. Two or three hundred
years henoe the scribes of those days will
point to the visionary ideals of Courbet,
of Manet, will quote the idyllio' washer-
women of Degas, the dreamy landscapes of
Monet, the tender nudes of Césanne as the
only true, great art -the art »f Beauty with
a caritalized B. It's all in the glance of the |
eyeq as poor old Beau Brummel remarked:
but back of the eye will be a new brain with
now Alms, new ideas- it is the lookeron
who always finishes the picture. Heaven
knows, color photography may have hecome
aach a smicoess then that the Steichena and
Ktieglitzes of those daya will amile patron-
izingly when the pames of Velasques, Titian
or Giorgione are mentioned! Where are
the Smearers of yestaryear? .

Mr. James, who is always worth quoting
even when you can't understand him, onoe
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subject of a work had not better have been
another subject. We shall always do well
to leave that matter to the author 1he may
have some secret for solving the riddle};
so terrible would hia revenge easily bacome
if we were to acoept the responsibility for
his theme.” So, too, the folly of quarte!ling
with a painter on the soore of his subject.
We never flout the men who manufacture
pictures by copying; their chwoice is dictated
by mercenary reasons; that suffloes to ex-
clude them from the pale of oriticism. But
beoause we are not catholio in our rym-
pathies why should we dare to tell any one
man or group of men what themes they
should salect? Or that they should paint
after the manner of Correggio or Bonnat
or Lawrence and Raphael? A criticism and
an acute one about the Big Four of the
realisti, Luks, Henri, Glackens, Lawson
(there is no meaning in the order of these
names—we are not looking for landslides),
is that three of them are trying to paint
like Goya. Surely no worse a proceeding
than trying to pains like Velasquez, Manet,
Chase, Alexander, Monet, Whistler or Bou-
guereau. The four are realists, yet no
one of the four resembles his fellow. The
exuberance #nd crass power of Luks is not
echoed in Henri's sober and solid canvases;
Lawson is sui generia—you could pick out &
Lawson even if it hung in a Parisian autumn
salon; while Olackens envisages life with
an abeolutely different eye from the other
three. Luks and Lawson are the colorists
of the four; character, psychology, breadth
and subtlety of vision you will find in Henri
and Glackens. Henri sounds the broader,
calmer, more virile note. If there is any
twist of temperament, any corner of a
street that is unlike its neighbors, Glackens
is the man to catch and depict the variations.
His work is more complex, troubled, exas-
perated than Henri's.

His portrait of a lady at the National
Arta is a case in point. The construction is
capital; a living woman is built up before
you, and the surfaces of her gown and coat
are simply stunning in their actuality. The
head is that of a quaint girl full of diabolic
humor, kept well in hand but sizzling
through the curiously shaped eye apertures.
Whistler would have gone wild over such a

over the fireplace at this exhibition whi
illustrates his fondness for the exotio in
character. A prim lady with a sour regard
it is, delicately brushed in, misty in its forms
and in its tonal gradatiors and nuances
exqulsite

No evasions of any sort for Mr. Glackens,
though technically considered his swift
simplifications, deformations and abbrevi-
ations are sometimes breatheatchirg. He
pever shirks a problem because it may
happen to have the look of the unfamiliar
His young lady is not pretty; he says so in
his frankest brush terms, But sghe ia better
than pretty. She is full of character. Be-
fora the simpler difficulties evoked by a
masculine portrait Glackens is the same
searcher for the characteristic, not the
effcotive. The full length of “Mr. Fitz-
gerald” shows a tall, lean young man whose
beardless face, clean modelled features and
delicate contouras of head reveal the man
of artistic or poetic temperament. There
is a faint savor of the dramaticfin-the man-
agement of attitude and posturs®f acces-
sories. And the tumbledown bit of Mont-
martre which Glackens shows on the same
wall is like an act of Charpentier's “Louise”;
it was painted on the same spot. A discour-
aging theme for a painter in whom the
spirit of bravura might happen to be in-
grained. Ugly. open air, a breezy day, a
boy flying a kite, some anonymous rusty
folk happening by; all caught in the act.
Paris lies below; you smell dear old dirty
Montmartre, the home of humbugging and
genius,

Of Luks there is little new to be said
except that his “Pawnbroker's Daughter”
is hung so badly that it loses one-half its
tonal values. These galleries are poorly
lighted in the daytime and they are not sym-
pathetic in their arrangement. Macbeth's
was much better for the Luks pictures.
The new one of his, a woman with a baby,
| oontains a magnificent passage of dark blue
on the wing of a macaw. The baby's head
looks as if it had just emerged from & bucket
of boiling water—as baby's heads some-
times will look despite the protestations of
admiring relatives. But it is a real baby—
a pulpy, shapeless mass of pink flesh limply
lying across the arm of its bearer. A
London bus driver is a scarlet blast, a dis-
reputable brute with the odor of ale on his
wet mustaches. His hat is a creation. Why
will Mr. Luks paint such people? Are there
no nice young men in London, with sleek
hair ant noses free from tho taint of rum?
Why, then, will he persist in gearching for
the same motive that inspired Hals, Teniers:
Steen and Morlapd? Incorrigible man!
His “Spielers” is being admired as a revela-
tion by the many visitors to the galleries.
They console themselves for the most part
with the belief that Luks is not an American
but a German.

Mr. Henri's portrait of a lady in black
was exhibited before, also his very clever
negro boy. The Lawson is a capital “Mormn-
ingside Heights.” Paul Cornoyer’s “Mad-
ison Square” has before been praised by
Tum Bun. Irving Wiles brings a well
modelled head of Mr. Cornoyer, though it
is not flattering. Colin Cooper Campbell
has a Dordrecht scene, and John Sloan
shows his etchings, two or three portraita
—the best that of a boy—and his “Girl and
Etching Press,” which we wrote about
when it was exhibited in Philadelphia.
Rockwell Kent, promising, strong and rou
as to paint, is to be seen in several examplds,
and Carl Sprinchorn, whose ferryboat on the
East River we shall never forget—the
dreariest, wettest canvas we ever saw, and
therein ts its power—has hung his “Winter
Day.® 1t is realism pushed to the eleventh
_degree. No mercy is shown to optical
sentimentalists. Eugene Higgins's charao-
teristio East Side and Parisian proletarians
are to be seen. So are several Mary Cas-
satts. We haven't the space to devote to
a rather curious exhibition, curious chiefly
because of ite violent contrasts. Hassam,
Chase, Shinn, Cimiotti, Boss, A. H. Nesbit—
aman worth studying—the Dabos, Steichen,
William Sartain, a beautiful Twachtmann,
Robert Mygatt, and 'much sculpture,
photography, etchings by Joseph Pennell
and fantastic drawings by Pamela Coleman
Smith. Let us be catholic and admire all
the good things even if they be various.
This exhibition lasts until January 25. The
motto of the Contemporary Art men, said
a wag, should be after Swinburne, slightly

altered:
To say of color—what Is 11?
Ot drawing-—-we can miss it,

The Schoolboy Sharpshooter,
The President tells us,
Reciting I1ts pralses,
The beautlful virtues

Which sharpshooting ralses,

Mare reading or spelling
Is naught tut a trifle,
He thinks av *ry schoolboy
Should handle a rifle,

He says, without meaning
To bring an ent,

"It leads to cool judgment
In tmes of excitement.”

True, whea the excitement

-

wrote '.“T(of “Hedda Gabler®;

subtle subject. And there is a Whistler  ©f 8 pa'cit of buil briers.

Optimistie Statistics From s Supporter of
the Peeriess.

To tue FoitoR or THE SUN—Sir: “A
Democrat for Victory* says Mr. Bryan cannot
carry New York State, therefore Mr. Bryan
canffot win, Io the present demoralized con-
dition of the Republican party Mr. Bryan
can and will carcy New York State, for
the rents in the (0. O. P. will widen and deepen
as the days go by». Mr. “Democrat for Vie-
tory" is very careful not to mention who he
thinks carry New York State. It was
proclall before, at and after the St
Touis convention that Alton B, Parker could
Sarry the State and the country.

In 1900 New York State voted: McKinlev,
zﬂ.m: Bryvan, 978,386, In 1004 New York

tate voted: Noosavelt, 850,512 Parker, 683 081,
This shows Bryan was pearer by 21, to
carry New York than Mr. Parker w A
glancé at the Popullr vote of the country

1 nterest to “A Democrat for
.* The vote in 1000 for McKinlay was
7.207,023 and for Bryan 6,358,188, MoKluley's

lurality was 849.790. The vote In 1004 war

avelt, 7,823 484: Parker, 5,077,971, Rooss
velt's majority was 2,545,518,

This shows Mr. Bryan was nearer by
1,257,162 carrying the country than Mr
Parker was. Will “Democrat for Vietory

e the man who can pol more voles tRan

r. Bryan, or who can carry New York

g‘m. if Mr.

Bryan cannot, and at the same
time give the reason for his faith?
RrersoN W. JunNiNas,

PHILADRELPHIA, January 11.

Tur HOPPLED TURKEY.

Further Light on the Christmas Tragedy
at Pine Knob,

TorRE EDITOR O THRSUN -~ Sir:  Sluce my letter
appeared in Tux SON of January 7, Indleating Dow
Greatness achleved success with the Virginla cor-
tontalls at Pine Kiaob on Christmas Day and reeal!
ing the ghastly tragedy of last year'® turkey hunt.
T have recelved no i*ss than a dozen Jetters veferring
to or Inquiriag about the eplsode, Some of theee
communications express Ineredulity, others amare
ment, and a few breathe warm protestations againe:
what they characterizs as the dragging forth of a
scandal 10 make a scoffer's hollday. As T would
like to but caunot reply ladividually to oll of 107
courteous correspondeats, I must ask TEE SUN for
space In which to endeavor mneasurably 1o dissipars
the cloud of gossip and conjecture which surrounds
this inglorfous adventure,

At Christmas time, 19%, some Pine Knot patiioie

in charge of the Presidenttal cxcursion, with a
Quickened sense of the posalbilitiss of Federal
favors, evo'ved the Idea of lessoning the nacer-

talnties of Virgivla turkey sitootlcg by mekiug a
fai gobbler a sues rnough fratture of the lanoscape.

The day befors the hurtt & wild turkey was hopp'ed
ond placed on lkely ground within the gan-tuary
At daybire sk MeDanisig,
the durky guldes, prires of turkes hunters sl
and unwilllng!y ‘ed the way n the spat; piped a =

vierein!

feebie tnkey valls on li€ gulll and weas
ordered 1o withdraw hefore the exeacuilon T+ it

sometimes well not ta gean 1o closesly 1the hidden
truths of eritlotsxr,  Much has bean sald snd woeh
bas been wiitten coneeruing 1his unsporismanliks
business. Personally. ] have alwa:r « held the Presi
dent blamciess. yeg it seems ieasonahls (o assums
that the unerricg ininiion of a “portsman woull
have inid him that sonetling was wrong, The
American wiid turkey Is the shyest of game birds
The difference betweey the actiops of a hoppisd
gobhier and the wary alrrinesaof one In 1ts paticn
freadiom Is the difeienes between the dead and the
living. Boepn WanrreLn,

WarnextTox, Va.. January 1!

Well Dressed Statesmen.

From Tit-Bita

Opinions are fairly eveniy divided as to
who is the best dressed man in the House of
Commons. While the most eritical cannot
find fault with the elegant fit and cut of
Mr. "Lulu” Harcourt's attire, some profess
even greater admiration for Visoount Valen-
tia's dark morming ceat, dove colored tweed
trousers and white gaiters, a costume hbv
which this Irish peer has been known for
yenrs .

A lesson on how to dress, however, can
always be learned from the appearance of
Georga Wyndham, whose frock coat has
been described in the old term--immaculate,
Among the literary lights of the House of
Commons Bir Gilbert Parker, A. K. W. Mason
and Hilaire Belloc have all three found tailors
who thoroughly understand the art of mak-
ing a man look his best, while it is generally
granted that Sir John Lgwson Walton, K. ¢,
is the best dressed man of the law.

Turning to the House of Lords, thers i
little to chooss hetween the 1l of Crevwa
an rd Althorp, the Lord Chamberiain
As “Bobby " Spencer, however, Lord Althorp
was known as the “masher of Parliament.’
and is atill regarded as among the frss af
parlismentary dandies.

Carzon and the Heuse of Lords.
From ihe London Daily Chronicls.

The attitude of Lord Curzon toward the Monssy
of Lords has undergone singular changes In tha
last dozen years.

I. Mr. Curzon and other eldest sons protest
agalnst the compulsion to enter the House of Lords
on succession 10 the peerage.

royalty of India, accepts an Irish peerage with tha
express purpose of reentering the Mouse of Com
mons whon his term of oMce in Indla expired. *

I11. Lord Curzon returns to England, but Mr,
Baifour does “not allow him 1 take his placs with
all other ex-Viceroys” In the House of Lords.

IV. Lord Curzon is understood to be readv to
reenter the House of Commons on a favorable op
portunity arising. Apparently he is still averse
to being interned In the House of Lords.

V. A swift transformation. Lord Curzon asks
the Libera) Prime Minister to be allowed to take
his seat with other ex-Viceroys In the Houss of
Lords. Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman seems
to bave replled: “Why ask me to do what Mr.
Balfour ought to have done?”

V1. Lord Cufzon, unable to enter the Honuse of
Lords by the ordinary channels, asks the Irish peers
to elect him a representative peer.

Wood Pulp in Norway.

Consul Felix 8. 8. Johnson of Bergen describes
the pulp industry of Norway as flourishing. Fora
long time Norwegian puip wood has played an Im
portant part in supplying the world's needs, whils
» considerable local demand has been met.  In 1908
Norway exporied 97,413 tons of paper and lts prod
nots, valued at 16353200 crowns (crown=281%
cents), besides 506,427 tons of wood pulp, worth
31982400 crowns. Of the wood pulp the U'nited
States ook 10,277 tons, Great Britaln took 202,471
tons, France 85808 tons, Belgium 45,409 tons, Hol-
land, 25,4490 tons, Denmark 17.154 tons, Germanv
8.5 tons and Spalun 6975 tons. The remainder
went o Sweden, Russia, Porwugal, 1ialy. Mexico,
Argentina, India, China, Japan and Australia.
The machinery used in the pulp making !s of Nor
weglan manufacture. About 20 per cent. of Norway
Is covi by forests., Since 1901 the Norweglan
Forest Soclely has planted about 30000000 trees,
whilethe Government plants about 1,500,000 a year.

The Spear That Knows No Brother.

To ras Epitor or TAE SuN--Sir: The Brows
son -Roosevelt contr-versy bas brought anew into
prominence an esseutial qualifleation for member
ship In the Ananias Club, namely, previons
friendship with the founder of that Lnmortal
organization. High character for truthfulness
unbiemished reputation, the approval of all friends
and assoclates had been previous requlrements, as
was well understood, Admiral Brownson has con-
Armed the experience of “Dear Bellamy” and “Mv
Dear Marla™ as to the matser of friendship with
The Great.

But then, as Parrhaslus sald when, seeking o
“paint a dying groan,” he tortnred to death the
captive: “What's a life ke bis to a fame !lke
mine?™ D, a.

BROOKLYN, January 11,

The Judge and the Caddy.
From the London Globe.

A youthful witness appeared before one of our
Judges who Is an ardent golfer. His Lordship.
fizine his eye on the hoy, Inguired: “My boy, de
you know the nature of an oath?” The reply was
somewltirt disconcerting: “Yes, my Lord, | am
your Lordship's eaddy.”

Crookback's Kquitation,
Richard had jJust cried: "My kingdom for a
horse!”
“1 fear Poosevelt will count me A moliyonddie
he eapinined.
Thus Is seen the cortaminating Influence of adber-
iation, /

A Rongh Rider.
The Headless Florseman had just appeared.
“The President's test Is to ride without using
1t.” he expiained,
Herewiith Ining reported the episode,

The Saw Amended.
~ Knlcker—People who Uvein glass houses shouldn &
throw stones.
Bocker—And people who lfve I white houses
sboulda’s throw mud.

Kindred.
‘What I8 the sucoessor to the Bridge Jam?

Subway Jelly,

I1. Mr. Curzon, on his nomination to the Viea -~




